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CONFIDENTIAL SANA 2176 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, YE, US 

SUBJECT: LOCAL REACTION TO PRESS REPORTS OF US ARMS SALES TO 
YEMEN 

1. VO A ACCOUNTS OF AUGUST 4 STATEMENT DEPARTMENT PRESS SPOKESMAN 
THAT USG PREPARKD TO SELL APPROPRIATE MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO YAR 
HAS NOT RPT NOT BEEN PICKED UP BY LOCAL PRESS OR RADIO AND LOCAL 
REACTION IS THREFORE MUTED. FIRST REAL MENTION OF MATTER CAME 
TODAY WHEN I MET CHIEF OF STAFF GHASHMI AT AIRPORT WHERE WE 

ALL CONVOKED TO MEET PRIMIN ON HIS RETURN FROM SAUDI ARABIA. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SANA 02176 061452Z 

2. GHASHMI QUESTIONED ME TODAY ABOUT WHETHER, AS SPOKESMAN 
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ANNOUNCED, NO RPOANOT AIRCRAFT WERE BEING CONSIDERED AS PART OF 
DEAL. GHASHMI SAID SIMPLY THAT THE DEAL HAD TO INCLUDE 
AIRCRAFT. I SAID ONLY THAT TO MY KNOWLEDGE, NOTHING HAS BREN 
CONCLUDED AND CONTENTS OF ANY PACKAGE TO BE DISCUSSED IN JIDDA. 

3. GHASHMI SEEMED PUZZLED ABOUT THE REASON FOR DEPARTMENT 
STATEMENT. I POINTED TO HOAGLAND ARTICLE, IN WHICH HAMDI 
APPARENTLY TOLD HAOGLAND THAT DEAL WAS IN THE OFFING. GHASHMI 
SAID HAMDI SAID NO RPT NO SUCH THING. 

3. COMMENT: THE QUOTES IN THE HOAGLAND ARTICLE DO NOT RPT NOT 
SHOW HAMDI SAYING DIRECTLY THAT DEAL IS ABOUT TO BE CONCLUDED. 
HOAGLAND HAD ANOTHER SOURCE FOR THIS, AND REFUSED TO TELL ME WHO IT 
WAS. IN ANY CASE, GHASHMI IS PROBABLY A LITTLE DISCONCERTED THAT 
HOAGLAND STORY AND DEPARTMENT STATEMENT CAME JUST AS YAR 
MINISTERIAL DELEGATION ARRIVED IN SAUDI ARABIA. YEMENIS 
DO NOT RPT NOT WANT TO APPEAR TO BE PUTTING PUBLIC PRESSURE 
ON SAUDIS, AND THIS COULD ACCOUNT FOR MUTE PUBLIC POSTURE 
OF YARG. CLEARLY, HOWEVER, THIS DOES NOT BOTHER GHASHMI 
AS MUCH AS POSSIBILITY THAT YAR MAY HAVE TURNED DOWN MIG-21 
DEAL AND YET HAVE NO RPT NO PROSPECT OF EQUIVALENT PLANE FROM 
WESTERN SOURCES. 
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